
“We couldn’t make her any promises, but we
said we would be praying for her, that we
loved her and we would be trying our very
best to come back to see her.”

LYNN HENDRICH

The girl sat alone on the bench.
She kept her head cast down, oblivious to the

other children laughing and chattering at a sum-
mer camp for orphans inMoldova.

LynnHendrichwanted to knowwhy.
The Nolensville resident, who had taken her

family to the country on a churchmission, gently
cajoled the girl for two days before she showed
her face.

MariaMorari turned out to be just as pretty as
the other girls.

At 14, she already had the perfectly shaped
cheekbones of an Eastern European beauty. The
highlights in her hair reflected the sunshine. But
her gazewas opaque, her left eye clouded in obvi-
ous blindness and her right eyewaveringwithout
focus.

“Thatwas onThursday,”Hendrich said. “Then
on Friday afternoon, we had to say goodbye to
them,all thekidswehadmet. Itwasvery,verydif-
ficult and just heart-wrenching to have to leave
her there. She just clung to us. We couldn’t make

FAMILY’S PRAYERS BECOME A KEPT PROMISE

Maria Morari, a blind orphan fromMoldova, has her right eye examined by Dr. Ming Wang during a pre-op visit to his office
Oct. 25. On Thursday, Wang performed complicated surgery on Maria. PHOTOS BY SANFORDMYERS / THE TENNESSEAN

BLIND ORPHAN GETS
A CHANCE AT SIGHT

Maria Morari, left, a blind orphan fromMoldova, sits with Lynn and
Steve Hendrich in Dr. Ming Wang’s office.

Husband, wife met 14-year-old
girl on Moldova mission trip
By TomWilemon
The Tennessean
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GET SNEAK PEEK AT NEW RIDES
Check out a 24-page preview of the 2014 models.

ART COLLECTIONMAKESMOVE
Fisk University’s Stieglitz Collection opens at
Crystal Bridges Museum in Bentonville, Ark., after
the state of Tennessee fought the move for years.

MUSIC CITY’S LOST INNOCENCE
A look back at the 1973 murder of “Hee Haw”
and “Opry” banjo player Stringbean Akeman and

his wife, Estelle. In Portfolio
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NASHVILLE THEN
In November 1963,
Nashville, along
with the rest of the
nation, mourned
the death of

President Kennedy. For more
photos from that month, go
to Tennessean.com/nov63.

HEALTH CARE HELP Upcoming events will help those who need assistance
obtaining health coverage under the Affordable Care Act. On 2B

Middle Tennessee’s newly appointed top
federalprosecutoronFridayvowedtocarry
onwith the priorities of his predecessor, ag-
gressively investigating health care fraud
and pursuing stiff penalties against gangs.

DavidRivera,whohadservedas“acting”
U.S. attorney since the previous prosecutor,

Jerry Martin, stepped
down in April, was sworn
into the position on an in-
terim basis this week.
Named by U.S. Attorney
General Eric Holder to a
120-day stint, he would
have to be nominated by
President Barack Obama
and confirmed by Con-
gress for his appointment

to bemade permanent.
He has prosecuted federal crimes and

handled civil cases involving the federal
government in the Middle District of Ten-
nessee as an assistant since 2004. In his role
as first assistant U.S. attorney, Rivera, 53,
helped set the office’s priorities.

“We’re looking tocontinuewith theprior-
ities thatwe set in the past couple of years,”
he said. “Those priorities do include health
care fraud, financial fraud, drug enforce-
ment, human trafficking, violent crime,
gang crime and child exploitation.”

Martinmade health care fraud a point of
emphasis in recent years as federal authori-
ties brought more charges and landed in-
creasingly large settlements.

Asked specifically about health care
fraud on Friday, Rivera said “many” cases
are still in theworks.

“Stay tuned,” he said. “We’re hoping to
announce things in the near future in rela-
tion to additional matters in both the crimi-
nal and the civil side. We continue to have a
targeted approach on the industry.”

Rivera
accepts
interim
post
Prosecutor needs Senate
approval for permanent
U.S. attorney appointment
By Tony Gonzalez
The Tennessean
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Rivera

A Tesla Model S electric car
caught fire this week after hit-
ting road debris on Interstate 24
in Smyrna, the third fire in a
Model S in the past five weeks.

The blaze on Wednesday af-
ternoon engulfed the front of the
car. Sgt. Bill Miller with the Ten-
nessee Highway Patrol says the
Model S ran over a tow hitch,
which hit the undercarriage of
the car and caused an electrical
fire.

The driver, Juris Shibayama,
wasable topullontoanemergen-
cy lane and escape, according to
the THP’s report. The fire

A Tesla Model S car caught fire in Smyrna this week.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THP

By Tom Krisher
Associated Press
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burned the front of the car.
Larry Farley, Rutherford

County fire chief, says the blaze
was so hot and intense that it
melted the front of the car.

“It prettymuch justmelted to
the road,” Farley said.

Tesla said it has sent a teamto
investigate the fire, the second
Model S blaze involving road de-
bris. In early October, a driver
near Seattle hit debris that
pierced a shield and the battery
pack, causing a fire. In the other
fire, a driver in Mexico crashed
into a concrete wall and a tree at
a high speed.

The Model S has a large bat-

Third Tesla Model S
fire raises concerns
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tery pack under the pas-
senger compartment,
protected by a quarter-
inch-thick metal shield.
Experts say that if debris
punctures the shield and
damages the battery, it
can cause shorts and arc-
ing that can touch off
fires.

TheNationalHighway
Traffic Safety Admini-
stration, the U.S. govern-
ment’s auto safetywatch-
dog, says the agency will
contact Tennessee au-
thorities to determine if
there are safety prob-

lems that need further
action. NHTSA decided
last month not to investi-
gate the Seattle-area fire,
saying there was no evi-
dence it was caused by a
safety defect.

Company spokeswom-
an Liz Jarvis-Shean says
the firewasnot spontane-
ous. She said Tesla con-
tacted Shibayama, who
said he believes the car
saved his life.

Shibayama could not
be reached for comment.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk
hassaid that thedesignof
the Model S is safer than
that of a car with a con-

ventional fuel tank.
The passenger com-

partment was in pretty
good shape after the
flames were extin-
guished, Farley says. A
fire department report
estimatedthevalueof the
loss from the fire at
$120,000.

According to the U.S.
Fire Administration,
there are about 194,000
vehicle fires on U.S.
roads each year. The vast
majority — 61 percent —
start in the engine area,
while 15 percent start in
the passenger area. Ap-
proximately 300 people

die and 1,250 are injured
in U.S. vehicle fires each
year.Most happen in gas-
powered cars, which
make up the vast major-
ity of cars on U.S. roads.
Electric vehicles make
up less than 1 percent of
the cars sold in the U.S.

General Motors and
Nissan make the top-sell-
ingelectriccars in thena-
tion, the Volt and Leaf.
Neither knows of any
real-worldblazes in those
vehicles. A Chevrolet
Volt caught fire two
years ago after a govern-
ment crash test, but the
government closed an in-

vestigation into the inci-
dent afterGMagreed toa
safety campaign to bol-
ster shielding around the
battery.

GMhassoldmorethan
50,000 Volts in the U.S.
since late 2010. Nissan
has sold almost 38,000
Leafs. Tesla has sold an
estimated 16,251Model S
cars in the U.S., accord-
ing toAutodataCorp.The
Model S, which starts at
$70,000, can go up to 265
miles on a single charge.

Tennessean staff writer Brian
Wilson contributed to this
report.

Blaze engulfs front of Tesla Model S vehicle
» ELECTRIC FROM 1B

heranypromises,butwe
saidwewouldbepraying
forher, thatwe lovedher
and we would be trying
our very best to come
back to see her.”

The Hendrich fam-
ily’s prayers became a
kept promise.

A year later, they
opened their home to
Maria and arranged for
her to have eye surgery
in Nashville.

Dr. Ming Wang per-
formed a complicated
series of interventions
Thursday afternoon to
address a deformed pu-
pil, scarring and a rapid-
ly growing cataract. The
surgery proved success-
ful, even though Wang,
who by nature is a confi-
dent optimist, had
hedged against a rosy
prognosis.

His goal was to bring
back30percentof thevi-
sion in her right eye. He
estimated even odds of
whether it would work
because the girl’s eye
diseases had gone un-
treated for so long. And
he said it might be days

or weeks before the re-
sults could be deter-
mined.

But Maria awoke
from the surgery able to
distinguish that Wang
was holding up one fin-
ger.

“Wehadher eyes cov-
eredwithsunglassesand
a patch, but when they
took them off you could
tell she was trying to
process everything that
was coming through,”
Hendrich said by tele-
phonefromtherecovery
room. “It was very suc-
cessful, very successful.
We’re very grateful for
this.”

Maria squealed with
joy as she saw herself in
amirror. ARomanian in-
terpreter was in the
room to translate.

“I’ve told her it takes
twototango,andthenext
step is for her to learn
English,”Wang said.

‘It chokes us up’
He featured Maria’s

story at the EyeBall, the
annual fundraiser for
theWangFoundation for
Sight Restoration. That
happened because Hen-

drich and her husband,
Steve Hendrich, shared
the story at their church.
Amemberof thecongre-
gation at Rolling Hills
Community Church in
Franklin knew someone
who knewWang.

The church partners
withFranklin-based Jus-
tice and Mercy Inter-
national, which focuses
on theneedsof orphaned
and at-risk children in
Moldova, South Africa,
Haiti, Brazil, India and
theUnited States.

In Moldova — an
economically depressed
country situated be-
tween Romania and Uk-
raine that was once part
of the Soviet Union —
JusticeandMercyrunsa
transitional living home
for girls at risk for hu-
man trafficking and
boysatriskforsuicideor
criminal activity.

“Moldova is really
sort of ground zero in
Eastern Europe for hu-
man trafficking,” Steve
Hendrich said. “What
happens with a lot of
these kids in the orphan-
age is at the age of 16,
they get pushed out in

the street basically, and
theyhavenowhere to go.
TheRussianmafia types
come in and promise
these kids things and
they get them into traf-
ficking.”

The family had no
idea when they traveled
to the country in July
2012 that the journey
would lead to bringing a
blind girl back home.

“We really spent the
last15months doing a lot
of leg work, paperwork
to try to get her here,”
SteveHendrich said.

Maria is in the United
Statesonaone-yearvisa.
The Hendrichs would
like to keep her in the
country until she turns
18.

“It chokes us up,” he
said. “When you see
thesekidsoverthere, the
girls are all beautiful
girls. There’s not much
hope for them. We knew
Maria was blind. We
knewtherewas reallyno
hope for her, so we knew
wehad todo something.”

Contact TomWilemon at
twilemon@tennessean.com or
615-726-5961.

Teen squeals with joy after surgery
» BLIND FROM 1B

Rivera has been rec-
ognized for prosecuting
drug traffickers and for
his work on public cor-
ruption and economic
fraud cases. TheDepart-
ment of Justice twice
honored himwith theDi-
rector’s Award for Supe-
rior Performance, in

2004 and 2009— the sec-
ond time for his role in
the prosecution of for-
mer state Sen. JohnFord
on corruption charges.

He said his attorneys
also will be “laser-fo-
cused” on gang violence,
to “makesure that feder-
al law enforcement is
there to protect these
communities that suffer

themost as a result of vi-
olent crime.”

Rivera will have to
contend with tight bud-
getary times, learning to
“do more with less,” he
said. The office remains
under a hiring freeze.

The Middle District
of Tennessee, one of the
state’s three judicial dis-
tricts, is made up of 32

counties.
BeforecomingtoTen-

nessee,Riveraworkedin
federal prosecutors’ of-
fices in Puerto Rico,
Florida andNewYork.

The Associated Press contrib-
uted to this report. Reach
Tony Gonzalez at 615-259-
8089 or tgonzalez@
tennessean.com.

Rivera to keep focus on drugs, gangs
» RIVERA FROM 1B

OBITUARIES

SEE PAGE 5B

GERTHA P. “MOLLIE”
AKIN
Thompson’s Station, TN
Service: 11 a.m. Monday,
Mt. Hope Cemetery. Visit
4-8 Sunday, at Williamson
Memorial, (615) 794-2289.

LESTER ANDREWS
Lawrenceburg, TN
Age 100. Visit 4-9 p.m. to-
day, Nov. 9, 2013. Service
2 p.m. Sunday at Neal Fu-
neral Home, (931) 762-9447.
www.nealfuneralhome.net

VET A. BANDY
Hurricane Mills, TN
Age 90. November 7, 2013.
Funeral 1 p.m. Sunday,
McDonald F.H., Lobelville.
Luff-Bowen, Waverly (931)
296-2437.

Novembe r 7 , 2 0 1 3 .
Survived by his daugh-
ters, Ashley and Kelley
Bright; grandchildren,
Malcolm, Mariah, Lyric,
and 1 girl on the way;
b ro th e r s , Ph i l Dav i s
( C o l e t t a ) , C h a r l e s ,
R anda l l , a nd S t even
Phillips.
Visitation at Phillips-

Robinson Funeral Home,
Sunday from 2-8 p.m.
and Monday from 10 a.m.
until the time of service
at 2 p.m. Interment at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.
P h i l l i p s - Ro b i n s o n

Fun e r a l Home , 2 7 0 7
Gallatin Rd., (615) 262-
3312.

BERRY BRIGHT III
Nashville, TN

Remember
them with

honor.

*When available.

Sharememories,
readandsignaguestbook,
donatetoacharity,orsend

flowersandgifts.*

VisitTennessean.com,
andselect“Obituaries” fora
complete listofnotices.

Tosubmitanobituary listing,
pleasehavethefuneralhome
orcremationsociety incharge
ofarrangementsemail the

informationto
obits@tennessean.com
orcall615-259-8808.

OBITUARY INDEX
AKIN, Gertha P. “Mollie”
ANDREWS, Lester
BANDY, Vet A.
BRIGHT III, Berry
BROOKS,William “Penn”
BROWN, Annie M.
BROWN, Ivan Huell
CHANDLER, VB
CHAPPELL, Jr., Floyd D.
CONE, Alleyne L.
DANISH, Mary Ann
DELK, Dial “Dickie”
DOBBINS, Nancy Joe
ELDER, Sr., Dale W.
FLEMING, Bettye Joan
FRITH, Jr., Harry L.
GEORGE, Lewis Brown
GIBSON, Darrell
GREEN, Diane K.
GRISHAM, Kenneth Harold
HARRISON,William
HEBERT, Richard Martin
HICKS, Corentus
HOLLAND, Robert
HOLLINGSWORTH, Charlene
JOHNSON, Brittney Shanice’
JONES, Virgil Lee
KEEN, Barry
LASSER, Catherine Claudette
LEATH, Lucille
LOCKE, Jean McMurray
LOWE, Jr., James Richard “Ricky”
NELSON, Sue
NICHOLSON, Edward D.
O’NEAL, Velma
ORR, Catherine
PALK, Junior
QUALLS, Arthur
RAULSTON, Sister Mary Ethel
REID, Sam
SIMMONS, Carolyn Ann
TEMPLETON, James
THOMPSON, Dot
TOOMES, Ms. Teresa
TRAUGHBER, Deborah
WILLIAMS, Sr., Joseph Winton
WILSON, Charles Elvin
YORK, Homer
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Hold on to your coco-
nuts, Nashville. Street
Theatre Company’s de-
lightfully dizzy produc-
tion of “Monty Python’s
Spamalot” will stop at
nothing to upend King
Arthur and his legend-
ary Knights of the
Round Table.

Basedon the1975cult
classic film “Monty Py-
thonandtheHolyGrail,”
“Spamalot” follows the
oh-so-silly adventures of
King Arthur and his
faithful cohorts as they
take on everything from
politically radical peas-
ants to the Killer Rabbit
of Caerbannog.

But when Eric Idle —
an original member of
the acclaimed British
comedy troupe —
teamed up with John Du
Prez to pen “Spamalot,”
he decided to go well be-
yond the standard Ar-
thurian spoof, skewer-
ing time-honored show
biz cliches and more.

Martha Wilkinson di-
rects an enthusiastic en-
semble, which includes
a number of familiar
faces along with some
fresh new talent.

Sing-along songs
Steven Kraski makes

a sensational STC debut,
taking on some of Py-
thon’s most memorable
characters, from the

French Taunter and Tim
the Enchanter to the
Knight who says “Ni!”

Likewise, Brett My-
ers is terrific as the“not-
so-brave” Sir Robin,
serving up a cheeky ren-
dition of “YouWon’t Suc-
ceed on Broadway.” As
BrotherMaynard, he of-
fers a spot-on reading of

the “The Holy Hand
Grenade of Antioch.”

Scott Frazier-Mas-
kiell succeeds in multi-
ple roles, hamming it up
as Not Dead Fred and
the Head Minstrel. But
it’s his flamboyant
Prince Herbert that
grabs some of the eve-
ning’s biggest laughs
(“Where Are You?/Here
Are You”).

Brad Oxnam is ideal-
ly cast as King Arthur,
serving up a royal blend
of dimwitted pomposity
with great facial expres-
sions. Oxnam has a
strong voice, but it’s his
ability to savor each de-
licious lyric that really
sets him apart.

And Nancy Allen
vamps it up as Lady of
the Lake—a demanding

diva with a vocal belt
that just won’t quit. Her
outrageous “The Song
That Goes Like This,”
“Find Your Grail” and
“Whatever Happened to
My Part?” are just a few
highlights.

High-stepping
humor

Themarvelous Laker
Girls (including those in
drag) help bump up the
glamfactor, particularly
in overblown, Vegas-
style dancenumbers. In-
deed, “Spamalot” owes
much of its success to
Rollie Mains’ seamless
musical direction and
Holly Shepherd’s excel-
lent choreography —
which covers every-
thing from tap to high-
kicking chorus lines.

No doubt these big
dance numbers pose a
challenge in such a cozy
space, but Street Thea-
tre’s scaled-down pro-
duction plays up the ir-
reverent brand of Py-
thon comedy. Andy
Bleiler’s set design is
quite efficient, and Jeri
Elizabeth Meador’s cre-
ative costumes add to
the fun.

Diehard Python fans
will certainly rejoice.
But even if you don’t
knowyour coconut from
an African swallow,
you’re sure to find some
laughs in STC’s hammy
“Spamalot.”

Street Theatre finds grail
with hammy ‘Spamalot’
By Amy Stumpfl
For The Tennessean

Matt Smith, left, Nancy Allen and Brad Oxnam perform
in Street Theatre Company’s production of “Monty
Python’s Spamalot.” HEAVENLY PERSPECTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY

IF YOU GO
What: Street Theatre Com-
pany presents “Monty
Python’s Spamalot”
When: Through Nov. 17.
Performances are at 8 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, 5
p.m. Sundays
Where: 1933 Elm Hill Pike,
Nashville
Tickets: $16-$18
Contact:www.street
theatrecompany.org or
615-554-7414

A Murfreesboro man
was sentenced Friday to
15 years in prison after
pleadingguilty to charges
of bank robbery and felo-
ny possession of a fire-
arm.

Jonathan C. Baxter, 23,
engaged inwhatAssistant
U.S. AttorneyLeeDeneke
called a “Bonnie and
Clyde-style rampage”
with then-girlfriend Mal-
lary R. Waldon, 22, also of
Murfreesboro.

In late February 2010,
Baxter robbed a Bank of
America branch in Mur-
freesboro of $3,509. He
passed a note to a teller
threatening to shoot ev-
eryone in the bank, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

Four days later, Baxter
drove the getaway car
while Waldon robbed the
National Bank of Sallisaw
inRoland,Okla., of $5,703.
Waldon passed a note to a
teller saying that she had
a bomb in her purse.

They were arrested in
early March 2010 in Ama-
rillo, Texas. Waldon was
sentenced to40monthsby
a judge in Oklahoma.

U.S. Middle District
Chief Judge William B.
Haynes Jr. said Baxter
has a significant criminal
history, including an inci-
dent in which he set a
house on fire with people
inside. Baxter was or-
dered tomake full restitu-
tion to the banks, but he
willmake joint restitution
withWaldonto theNation-
al Bank of Sallisaw.

Quint Qualls is with Seigenthal-
er News Service–MTSU.

Bank
robber
gets
15 years
By Quint Qualls
The Tennessean

Plans for an out-of-
state band trip hit a sour
note with the Cheatham
County School Board,
which denied the request
afterdeciding the triphad
no educational value.

The Harpeth Middle
School band wanted to
participate in the Holiday
World & Splashin’ Safari
Music Festival in Santa
Claus, Ind., on May 10.

The board approved
the same trip last year. At
the time, they agreed to
develop administrative
procedures to address
such trips in the future.

Board member Dianne
Proffitt questioned the
educational value of the
trip, saying the band was
scheduled to perform for
15-20minutes and the rest
of the timewouldbe spent
in the park.

Board member Brian
Chase supported the trip,
saying it was scheduled
for a Saturday and char-
tered buses were to be
used so it wouldn’t have
cost the district anything.

Harpeth
Middle
field trip
denied
By Tim Adkins
Gannett Tennessee


